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LASC Mission Statement

LASC's mission is to expose and challenge
the current economic, social and cultural
injustices in Latin America and Ireland,
through public awareness raising, educa-
tion, information exchanges and cam-
paigns in solidarity with the people of Latin
America who resist oppression and strug-
gle to create a fair and inclusive society.
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New Mandate for Bilateral Free Trade Negotiations
with CAN countries!

Califow's Mabe: The fallowing antiche on the ASsociation Agreemend was witlen i eany Ao,
when the Srussels negabistions were [aking place. Little fas changed’ sinoe Hhat Bme.

As | write, there is a meeting in
Lima betwesn  Ecusdorian,
Colombian, Peruvian and EU com-
missioners b megotiste & Fres
Trade Agresment, as a response
b the “felure” of the previous bi-
regional negotiations of an
Association Agreement bebwesn
the Andean Community [Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru) and
the ELL. This “failure” is attributed
to the “inability” of the Andean
Community to come up with
agreed positions on trade,

We need to be dear that the g
negotiations “failed” because of 29
the lack of willingness of the &y
European Commission to discuss g8
trade issues outside a neoliberal
framework. The EU systematically
refused to take into account alter-
nakive proposals. S0 the EL, Pery
and Colombia are now on bilater-
al negotiations, in spite of having stated before & commitment to reinforce the
Andean process of inbegration.

We believe that an eventual Fres Trade Agreement will heve disastrous effects for
regicnal inkegration. The meoliberal agenda behind the negoliations is looking for
the privatisation of basic services, including water facilities, for intellectual propes-
ty regulations that would favour large pharmaceutical business, and an insistence
on agro-business investments that would further worsen the problem of lack of
food scvereigniy of Andean populations.

It & important o stress that no concems have been raised about the serious
hwsman rights wiclations in Colombia and Peru, although a month ago the US
dedined a Free Trade Agresment with Colombia because of it appalling human
rights record. We need to go back to bi-regional negotiations and we @n't tum a
blind eye to human rights viclations fram our trade “partners”. We belisve that
alternative proposals should be taken into acoount, and cvil sodety participation
has to be real. Presantly, the Andesn countries and ondinary EU ditizens have noth
ing to gain from these negoliations: the curment system - though far from perfect -
wiorks better and should be improved,

musde que mueie”. Photo by Antonio Ladorgia

José Arntondo Gubidrres
Reseanch and Develapment Oficer, LASC

ket E A Cheeslr? Or bt v e thee messrgens of the trained runrers: that
hu.!ﬁmtuﬂlfrmﬁh.ﬁm —
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Voices from Latin America.

Alberta Carifio and Juan Cambinds Cuenu - 3 Colombian sugancans cutier
and trade unionist - ware the speakers of this year LAW 2009, Thair vist
invohved not only a senes of Public Talks in different Irish cities, but also the
beginning of LASC's work on the fopic of Food Sovereignty over the nex
thress years. Thess Labn Amencan acdnisls gave volce and tesbrmony to the
struggles fo defand the right to food, and the campaign for suskainable food
production.

Moving towards Food Sovereignty

After three years of working on the issue of Water Privabisation, LASC's
workshops on water are very much In demand in the Development
Education sectar. Organisations such as the National Youth Councll Treland
and Voluntary Service Ireland regulary imite LASC to fadlitate a module in
their courses,

Though we will continue delivering these workshops on demand, for the
riest three vears the main focus of the education programme will be of Food
Soversignty. We are curmently designing and collecting desvelopment educa-
tHon resources, publications and other educational materials on the issue
both for adults and for youth. LASC welcomes suggestions and recommen-
dations to help us bulld our resource centre. IF you think you can help,

Profile

Alberta Carifio is a Mixter human rights activist from
CACTUS, a civil socety organization that works with
alternative education projects, farmers and indige-
nous people in the Skerma mountains of Oaxaca, as
well &5 advocating for women's rights, Alberta plays
an active roée in the campaign *5in Maiz no hay Fais”
[(Without Corn there 5 no Country). Corm s a symbaol
aof Mexico’s indigenous heritage and has long been a

staple crop.

The campaign is an aliance of peasants, farm work-
ers, indigenous peophe, fishers, comsSUmeEns, environ-
mental and human rights growgs, and obher organiza-
tions that came together b declare "sin malz no hay
pais”. All these groups are advocating for f

eignty o be the central point of a new agricultural
and food policy model to address the food orisis. They
promote a right to food to encourage citizens to act
locally, to educate, organize and act to denounce
monopolistic agribusiness abuses, and promote the

pleasa get in touch with us!
educationdilasc. le

production and consumption of fair, healthy, organic,
non-GM foods produced by small farmers,

José Antanio Gulierez [lefil and Aidan Cahill {night] in corrrersalion with Osoar Olivera, Bolivian activist |Dedense of Water and Life|. Bloom confererce Dublin

Since the last ediion of Chaski, LASC has organized a vanety of
falks and acliviies. Bloom's. first Activist Fonsm was launched dur-
ing the first weekend in November. Bloom is an aliance of member-
ship based NGO's, includng LASC, Comhlamh, the Debi and
Coalfion and the Africa Centre which aims io build a
movement fior Global Justice. The launch in Dubln featured 8 mnge
of inferesting debates about how to create a global movement for
Justice and inchuded taks by inspiring Infermational acivists, such as
Crscar Olivera from fhe Bolivia Water Wars, At the end of November
LASC hosted a Thursday Might Talk presented by indigenous com-
munity leaders from the Braziian Amazon who shared their strug-
gles over land conflicts and sustanable use of resounces.
Since the: beginning of 2009, LASC has hosted three talks.

Two of these talks ware held in Dublin: the Venezuslan solidarity
activiste Robert Navan and Sean Edwards gave a firsthand report
on the outcome of the “enezuelan Referendurn; and LASC
Research Officar Jose Anlomio Gullerez presented an open discus-
sion on the futune of Haili and the st fve vears under milfary ooou-
pation. Tha third talk was hosted at the Galway Cne World Cantre
al the beginning of March and focused on the growing movements
for local Tood in Ireland and Latin Amenica, Food Soveregnty & the
ceriral theme for Latin Amenca Week 2008, None of thess evants
could have taken place withouwt the continuing support of LASC wol-
unbeers. Their support was especially appreciated at the "Che
Gusvara fundralsing Pub Quiz®, For future events look on our web-
siter and feel free o propose a fak of your own,
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"We want all of paradise, not just 30% of neoliberal hell"

Mujeres Creando, Bolivia by Fionuala Cregan

nally the end has begun. After over twenty years of a neolib-

eral economic model which saw those living in poverty in

Latin America increase from 136 million people in 1980 to
200 million in 2008, citizens have joined forces and begun to
reclaim their countries from the hands of the multinational com-
panies and international financial institutions that had taken over
everything from water and electricity services to agriculture and
trade.
On 7 February 2009, President Evo Morales signed into law a new
national constitution approved by referendum two weeks previ-
ously, and dedared that the colonial and necliberal state in Bolivia
had come to and end. Referring to the 17th Century Andean
leader Tupac Katari, who led the first major rebellion against colo-
nial rule and whose last words before being killed by the Spaniards
were: "I will die but one day I will return, in millions," Morales said
that all the sodal movements that had come together in the last
decade to change Bolivia represented those millions.
"After 500 years of rebellion against invasion, after 180 years of
resistance against the colonial state, and 20 years of permanent
struggle against the neoliberal model, today 7 February 2009 is a
historic event for Bolivia and for Latin America...and it is thanks to
the social movements who have become the driving force for
change and the making of history,” said Morales.
The new constitution is the product of a two-year process led by
a democratically elected Constituent Assembly that travelled
throughout Bolivia consulting with citizens on the kind of nation
they would like. Owver the next decade it will introduce major
changes to the Bolivian State, promising greater distribution of
wealth and recognition of the social and cultural rights of indige-
nous groups that for centuries have been marginalised. More sig-
nificantly, it states that the country's natural resources and the
wealth generated from them belong to the Bolivian people, who
will be consulted on their use.
Days after the celebrations in Bolivia, another vickory was wan in
Venezuela. In a referendum held on 15 February citizens voted to
abolish the two-term Bmit on all elected offices, theneby enabling
President Chawvez stand for re-election and the process of change
under his Bolivarian Revolution o continue,
These victories add to those already celebrated last year; in
Paraguay with the election of leftist Government Fernando Lugo

and in Ecuador with the signing in of a new constitution, as well
as the continued consolidation of regional political and economic
integration through the Union of South American Nations (UNA-
SUR) and the Bolivian Alternative for the Americas (ALBA). This
year too, change looks set to continue as elections in El Salvador,
at the time of writing, show a likely victory for Mauricio Funes who
would become the country's first ever left-wing government.

And yet, while these are important victories and clear signs of
change in the region, the challenges continue to be huge.

In Argentina, a country with rich and fertile agricultural land, 25
children are dying each day from malnutrition and it is estimated
that 2 millicn people under the age of 18 go hungry. In the last
10 years, in a process supported by the US agricultural giant
Monsanto, 50 per cent of agricultural production has been dedi-
cated to soya for agro-fuel and animal feed. While enriching
Monsanto and a number of large landowners, the affects of soya
production have been devastating: massive deforestation and
environmental degradation, soil degeneration from mono-cultiva-
tion, mass displacement of small farmers and indigenous commu-
nities, and a serious risk of food shortages in the next few years.
Despite this, soya production looks set not only to continue but to
increase over the next few years illustrating that the enrichment
multi-national corporations continues to take precedence over the
Iives of people,

This is further illustrated by the current global financial crisis which
has led citizens not only in Latin America but across the globe to
rise up and demand change. And yet, governments continue to
deny the devastating fallure of the last decade of capitalism. As
poverty and environmental degradation increase and as food
prices soar amidst growing shortages, the trend has been to
focus, not on protecting people but on banks and corporations
who in turn are creating mass unemployment.

Important victories are being won in Latin America, The first steps
have been taken in breaking with an economic model which in a
matter of years destroyed the lives of millions of people. Now that
citizens in Europe and the United States have also begun to feel
the devastaling affects of these polices and witness governments'
ineffective attempts to mitigate them, It ks time for us to join forces
and bring about change. We must rise up and join Tupac Katari's
rebellion - in our millions,
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Chemical Warfare in Colombia; The
Costs of Coca Fu

by Hugh O'Shaughnessy and Sue
Branford

This book examines the practice-by the
Colombian and United States government-
of aerial spraying coca growing areas of
Colombia with herbicides. It is daimed by
the governments that this is done In an
effort to combat the cultivation of coca. The
authors show in some detail the devastating
effects of this policy on the local population
and the environment. As the policy is not
eradicating coca the book raises important
questions on this 'war on drugs'.

Intermational
fom the links
fled Ecofondo

dlition fighting

- a5 a fundamental human right - to be remove
agreement currently belng negotiated between th
and the Community of Andean Nations (Colombiz
and Peru).

Visiting Colombia evokes in this young romantic :
it must have been like to visit Ireland before we
foreigners as a source of income, on tourism as a
in Colombia s to be visited by a somewhat disqu
and happiness, by a genuine pride in and desire t
ders of the country, Somewhat like our own islanc
troubles, Colombia is a country much misunder
borders and its citizens look to redress one's mis
every tumn, to advance a more positive vision of
encountered in our fleeting and blinkered media
of the violence and militarisation which the cou
live, I will remember 2008 in Colombia for the
vibrant, self-confident and creative civil society, for
of progressive post-conflict actors for which the «
to cry out.

Bound by Promises:
Contemporary Slavery in the

Brazilian Amazon

The documentary tells the story of mod-
ern slavery in rural Brazil. More than
25,000 workers are enslaved every year,
predominantly In the Amazon region.
Men in search of work taken to isolated
farms, only to find that they have been
lured into bondage. Since federal author-
ities have little physical presence in
remote areas of the Amazon region,
landowners can exploit the workers with
impunity.

The documentary screened at this year's
Latin American Film Festival.

Music

AGUA, Cantos Para

The Colombian people's

defence of water as a

not only mobilised cons

and signatures, but also

artists donated songs

colourful mix of musical

traditional "carranguercs” ana rap Trom
Choco. "AGUA, Cantos Para Que Fluya"
(Water, Songs to Help it Flow) is also a
way to fundraise for the campaign as the
money goes to grassroots organisations
that have been involved with the process.
Available in LASC Library, soon in the
LASC shop. For more information about
visit: www.ecofondo.org,

Jump for LASC!

Fundraising news-Volunteer Thomas Mee Is going to parachute for LASC on the 13th of June. More details coming soon

www.lasc.ie




