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Autum -}/ inter

he big news for LASC is the appocintment of Rachel

Dempsey as Education Officer, bringing LASC's com-

plement of staff up to four part-timers and courtless

stalwart volunteers! Rachel will be accompanying

MaSamba samba school on their forthcoming visit to
Brazil during the Carnaval season, where they will make contact
with numercus local youth/community initiatives, to make a radio
documentary for LASC and NEAR FM. The programme will also
cover aspects of the Brazilian community living in Ireland, as well as
follow-up to Latin America Week 2002 which studied the challenges
of housing in Brazil and Ireland.

LASC's programme of Thursday Night Talks continued apace.
Qutstanding visiting speakers included Dr Luis Nieves Falcon and
colleagues from Vieques, visiting Dublin for the important and
excellently-organised, but under-reported, War Resisters’
International conference. They spoke and showed a video about
the ongeing massive non-violent resistance on the inhabited Puerto
Rican island, which continues to be used as a bomb testing site by
the US military. LASC also organised a demonstration outside the
US Embassy synchronised with actions all around the world calling
for the removal of the US military from Vieques.

Mercy Cornejo and Gilberte Arriaza, community artists from El
Salvador, gave a slide presentation on their street-art work with
gangs in San Salvador, and their subsequent cross-community
work in Northem Ireland, making links using the rich mural-painting
tradition there.

Orin Langelle of ASEJ (Action for Social and Ecological Justice)
and ACERCA {Action for Community and Ecclogy in the region of
Central America), based in the USA, took time out from his speak-
ing tour with the Wales Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign. He focused
on the looming issue of the FTAA (Free Trade Area of the Americas)
and PPP (Plan Puebla Panama).

Therese Osborne gave a presentation based on her thesis
studying the use of familiar’ Spanish language forms (t0 instead of
usted) and diminvitives (-ito, -ifio, etc.) as a form of oppression in
Latin America; Kim Bartley and Donnacha O'Briain gave presen-
tations on their analysis of Autumn's 'strike’ or lockout in Venezuela
to a packed house, which then organised a latter-writing action;
Maria Kenneally gave a slide presentation about her recent time in
the Zapatista community of Diez de Abril.

A vigil was held outside the US Embassy on 16th November to
mark the intemational day of action in solidarity with a massive non-
violent trespass on the grounds of the School of the Americas, Ft.
Benning, Georgia. An estimated 50-60 people tumed up. The tres-
pass has become an annual event, commemorating the murders of
Jesuit clergy in El Saivador. .

LASC's Spanish classes, with focus on development issues,
have gone from strength to strength thanks to our dedicated volun-
teer feachers.

Autumn also saw LASC organising a night course in tandem
with the Cark Simon Community, following on from Latin America
Week 2002 on housing. The annual Cuba Support Group / LASC
pub quiz was as good as ever, with the CSG donating its proceeds
to the vital cause of the Miami Five Campaign (for details see the
webhsite www.letcubalive.org)

The LASC AGM was a vibrant affair with a high tumout (perhaps
aftracted by the salsa workshop!) The salsa party which followed,
with LASC stalwart and renowned DJ Don R, was a success, rais-
ing money for both LASC and the Bamio School Appeal in
Nicaragua.

The New Year got off to a weighty start with Gearoid
O'Loingsigh, just retumed from a year's work for a Colombian
hurman rights organisation, speaking to a packed public meeting.
His forthcoming repert, entitted The Integral Strategy of the
Paramilitaries in the Magdalena Medio Region of Colombia, is avail-
able from LASC either on CD format or on our website.

The visit by Mexican President Vicente Fox did not go
unmarked as LASC volunteers organised a small protest - | can
confirm that he stretched across the back seat of the Irish State's
black merc to read our 10-foot banner - 'Rechazo Total al Plan
Puebla Panamal'

Vigil oufside the US embassy to mark the
International Day of Action against in salidarity
with a massive trespass on the grounds of the

Schoal of Americas. (Photo: 1. Irigoien)
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The Che Guevara Pub-Quizz was a real success, as ever, and we want to thank all those who provide us with
prizes for the quizz and for the raffle: Lush for toiletries basket; Mero Mero for Mexican food basket;
Christine Sheridan and The Point for two tickets to the Sinead O'Connor concert; Alma Latina Productions
for two tickets to the concert of the Cuban band Masters of Cuban Spirit; Oficina da Capoeira for the
Capoeira classes; Cummiskey Pub in Upper Domminick St, Dublin 7, for the bottle of whiskey; Bounty Store
at 10, Lower Camden St for the Belgium chocolates; the Cuba Support Group for the hottle of Cuban Rum;

Connolly bookshop for the books; Cleary's Store in O'Connell St for a Santa Doll.




Last Spring the Justice For Guatemala group at LASC
took advantage of Britain's Central America Week to
invite Ruth Del Valle to Ireland, and to organise a public
meeting in Dublin. Report by Aidan Cahill

uth del Valle is a member of the Co-ordinating
Group of Alliance Against Impunity (Alianza Contra
La Impunidad). She has worked in defence of
human rights for many years, having returned from
14 years of exile in 1996,

She worked as assistant coordinator on the Recovery of
Historical Memary (REMHI) Project in Guatemala - which, for
the first time, compiled and documented more than 6,500 per-
sonal testimonies of the victims and survivors of Guatemala's
36-year war and presented them to the public. She worked
closely with Bishop Juan Gerardi, coordinator of the REMHI
project. Two days after the release of the report he was brutal-
ly murdered by members ofithe Guatemalan armed forces.
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She spoke about the current trial of former dictator Rios
Montt, for the massacres he conducted at Rabinal (see article
by Jacqueline Healy and Ecin O'Donnell in Enlace 11) and else-
where. The meeting was also used to formally launch Justice

For Guatemala's 'impunity’ postcards (many thanks to Sean O
Donaile for organising their design and printing). These can be
sent to the Qgétemalan president calling for a safe and effec-
tive trial of Rios Montt. 9,000 cards have been distributed so far
and hundreds (at least) sent to Guatemala. The sole purpose of
Justice for Guatemala is to campaign on this trial. 't is impor-
tant for people to be survivors, and not just victims,” she said.

‘It is important for people to be survivors, and not
just victims.'

Ruth alse travelled to Derry and met with local activists at the
Pat Finucane Human Rights Centre. Amongst other matters
discussed was the issue of dealing with past massacres as she
met with relatives of Bloody Sunday victims. Many thanks to the
volunteers who made Ruth's visit to Ireland possible, particular-

ly Lali Martin and Molly Q'Duffy; to Central America” Week i

Britain, and to Trécaire who helped to fund both her visit and the
posteards.
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IsRiosMonﬂgeIﬁngreadyforelecﬁons?

by Carol Arcos

Four hundred and forty villages destroyed, between

100,000 and 150,000 people killed and disappeared,
200,000 people fleeing to Mexico and about a million inter-
nal refugees: these were the results of a long term counter-

insurgenc

strategy implemented in the 1980s by the

Guatemalan state. An integral part of this plan was the for-

mation of Civil Defence

atrols (PACs), many of whose

members were forcibly recruited and trained by the army
to kidnap, rape, torture, and Kkill. In many cases they

attacke
sacked their houses.

ow, 20 years on, fear of 'the Violence' is retuming, with

the regrouping of the PACs. They are being remohilised

to demand paymenits for services rendered to the coun-

try during the conflict. But what is really going on in

Guatemala? Frank La Rue of the Centre for Legat
Action on Hurman Rights {(CALDH) gives us his views.

Why are the PACs remobilising at this point in time?

We believe that there are three origins to the current situation
regarding the PACs.

Firstly the PACs are a military strategy. They were legally abol-
ished in 1996, even before the Peace Accords were signed in
December, but they have never really disappeared. All these years
the army has been able to keep contact with the leaders of the
PACs in rural areas of Guatermnala.

The army feels that they were victorious militarily in the corflict
and they still want to be a key political element in the country.
Knowing that they are strongly criticised in the urban areas, they
want to consolidate their grip in the countryside. For instance, in
Ixcan the army has transformed the PACs into what is called the
Committee of Friends of the Army and in other parts of the country
they have established local development committees for the same
purpose.

In June 2002 the issue of the PACs resurfaced. Four thousand
ex-PACs took over the province of Peten. They took over the oil
company and held hostages; they took over the Tikal archeological
site, holding about 60 or 70 international tourists as hostages; and
they tock over the international airport of Samta Helena, which is
also a military base. All this was an enormous and well-planned
operation which one can only believe the military allowed to happen.

The only organisation associated with the army to have spoken
on this issue is AVEMIGUA, the association of military veterans. Itis
the biggest association in the country, many of whose members are
retired officers who still do not want the past to be investigated. They
do not want exhumations and they certainly do not want any trials.
The Guatemalan military wants to maintain impunity, so they are
afraid of prosecution.

The second aspect is the political interest of the party in govern-
ment, Frente Republicano Guatemalteco (FRG). We have general
elections coming up in November 2003 and the FRG is being wide-
ly criticised for its corrupt practices and for its incompetence in gov-
emment.

So the FRG needs to establish a support base again, and their
strategy is simple; to compensate ex-PACs for the work they did for

their own neighbours and relatives and ran-

the military, which will rally everyone round due to the levels of
poverty and unemployment in the country. They are offering to pay
something now and the rest later, if the FRG is re-elected. Itis a
great political strategy.

Around 1985, at the height of the conflict, there were 900,000
men in the Civil Defence Patrols - at that time was a tenth of the
population of the country. Today the FRG could recrganise between
200,000 and 250,000 ex-PACs. The difference between the two
main parties in the last elections was 300,000 votes. Even 200,000
men reorganised would still be a huge political force. And if you
account for the families, friends and relatives in the community, and
also the intimidation element, the power of this strategy is huge. It
can make the FRG win the elections.

The third aspect is that President Portillo himself needs to estab-
lish some base of support in order to complete his term in govern-
ment, and he also wants to maintain scme level of impunity after
that. The case of Aleman in Nicaragua has been a strong example
for Central American politicians, showing that they can actually be
prosecuted even after being in the presidency.

Following the events of June, Portillo gave a speech in Peten in
which he told the ex-PACs, 'as long as | am your president, your
demands wili be heard'. Now this can be interpreted in many ways:
one is that 'you have to protect me as a president, because other-
wise you will lose your demands’. Another is that 'your demands are
being heeded and we will give you what you want'. All of which is
false.

And anyway the demands of the ex-PACs are not legitimate. It is
true that some of them are also victims, but they are not presenting
themselves as such. What they are asking for is payment for serv-
ices rendered to the state. And while Portillo heralded the ex-PACs
as 'heroes of the country who defended democracy’ when he
addressed them in the Peten, it is widely known that during 'the
Viclence' they carried out abductions, disappearances and mas-
sacres,

The possibility of having local development projects as a means
of payment has been suggested, and this is a valid idea. However,
they must not be targeted solely at the ex-PACs, but at entire com-
munities. The ex-PACs don't accept this and are sticking to their
demand for Q20,000 (US$2,500) each. Portillo has put in motion a
dynarnic that he cannot control with the result that a structure of war
is being recreated in times of peace.

So basically, with the elections of November 2003 in mind, the
reorganisation of the ex-PACs is clearly a political and a military
manoceuvre of the FRG and the army to consolidate their power in
an unfavourable pre-electoral landscape.
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— reading statistics.'

t

hy David Bueno

Aged 62, with three adult children and four grandchildren,
Eve Scarfe could be living a comfortable existence

in her home in Australia. Instead, she is risking her life
in one of the most violent conflict zones in the globe.
The Guatemala liaison person for Peace Brigades
International (PBI), she shoulders the responsibility
for assessing the risks on the ground

as the non-governmental organization prepares

to reopen its project in the Central American country.
But does she consider herself a brave person?

‘Not particularly', she says. "When you are in a country
like Guatemala, you see risks in a very different way
from the way you do when you are outside the country

Do

=

hirty-six years of bloody civil war, 200,000 people

killed and 50,000 more 'disappeared’ -these are

some of the numbers that tarnish the recent history

of a country with one of the highest rates of political

assassination, disappearances and flight of
refugees per capita in Latin America. A place where, accord-
ing to Amnesty International, defending and promoting human
rights proves to be a threatening pursuit, with human rights
defenders and activists being the target of harassment,
threats and attacks -sometimes fatal.

"I personally find that, if | look too much at the big picture, |
do get discouraged. | feel that it can have a paralyzing effect,
because you feel "what can a person or a few people do?"
says Scarfe, who has almost always been working in the field
of human rights. 'But, if you look at small concrete things,
things that can be done in one place in one time, you do see
that some improvements can be made’.

Peace Brigades International was founded in 1981 in
Canada by ten peace activists inspired by Quaker beliefs and
the teachings of Gandhi. Twenty one years later, the organi-
zation has 17 country groups, manages an annual budget of
nearly US32 million and has been nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize. Its mandate is to promote nonviolent transfor-
mation of conflicts by sending volunteers into areas of turmail

‘o physically accompany human rights defenders, their organ-

izations and others threatened by political violence. Their aim
is to deter perpetrators of violence and help to maintain a
space so that local organizations can get on with their job
unhindered. 'PBI's accompaniers', Scarfe explains, ‘are a visi-
ble symbol of international concern who concentrate the
minds of people who might be inclined to cause harm, making
them realize the serious political problems that would ensue if
something bad happens'.

The organization had its lengest-running and best-known
project in Guatemala from 1983 to 1999. It closed because, at
the time, the country was going through a period of consider-
able hopefulness since peace between the guerrillas and the
government had been signed in 1996. But the Peace Accord
was only partially implemented and the situation has again
deteriorated considerably. Hina Jilani, United Nation's Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on Human Rights
Defenders, reported, after an official visit in June 2002, that
there is 'a climate of fear in which human rights defenders are
working, which is due to the violations they are subjected to'.
She also pointed out that 'some sectors of society are particu-

larly targeted: those who are seeking truth on past violations
{human rights NGOs, forensic experts, judges, lawyers, wit-
nesses); those who are fighting for economic and secial rights;
these who are denouncing corruption; and indigenous people’.
It seems there is still a lot of work to be done. Yet Eve Scarfe
does not seem discouraged.

Born in Cairo of Irish parents, Eve Scarfe was brought up
in Waterford. When she married, she and her husband decid-
ed to move to Australia. 'During the 1970s in Australia’, she
says, 'the Catholic Church had a campaign to make the ordi-
nary person in the pews more aware of social justice and
development issues'. With a degree in Spanish literature
under her belt, she took a job working with refugees and grad-
ually focused on Central America. But the decisive moment in
her life came when Salvadorian Archbishop Oscar Romero
was assassinated on March 24th, 1980. 'l think it was some-
thing which maybe made me sit down and take notice and
say: "What is happening in Central America that an archbish-
op can be assassinated like that?" Romero, who was killed
while saying Mass by a Salvadorian Army sniper, had actively
denounced the corruption and the human rights abuses com-
mitted by El Salvador's military junta. A firm believer that the
Church's place was with the poor and the oppressed, Romero
wrote to US President Jimmy Carter to request that the United
States stop its economic and military suppert to El Salvador,
claiming that it was 'being used to oppress my people’. Scarfe
realized where her priorities {ay: '| wanted to know more about
Central America. | wanted to see it first hand'. In 1988, she
tock the plunge and has spent most of her time there ever
since.

‘It is hard work some times, but it is a very fascinating work’,
she assures. 'lt has brought me a great deal of happiness and
has given me the opportunity to be in many extremely inter-
esting places and meet very many inspiring, couragecus and
committed people, who are working for human rights, often at
great cost and danger to themselves. So | feel privileged'.

A taste of privilege that may turn sour in the present state
of world affairs. According to Amnesty International, an organ-
ization that PBI works closely with, ‘the international climate
created by the 'war on terrorism’ declared by President Bush
has posed a serious threat to human rights advances in the
region'. So what would Eve Scarfe say to George Bush?
There is a long silence. '| would ask him to look for non-violent
solutions'.




Has anything changed in
Gualemala after 500 years?

by Carol Arcos

Own the streets ofAntLgua the arts and crafts vendors, atmost all of
whom are woren, children and elderty pecple, resemble a living adver-
tisment by INGUAT, the quatemalan Tourist Board. But don't be
Aecelved! Antigua quatemala is geared almost exclusively to the gringo
market, and is where most tourists base themselves for the duration of
thelr stay in the aountrg (some never leave the place during their entire
stay.) everything is arranged so that tourists don't have to see the capi-
tal, where the poverty is much more evident.

Ome ondy has to Leaf through any tourist brochure to see that the colowrful Maya culture is the
best promotional tool the tourist boavd has. Even during Pope John Paul 1's recemt Visit to Guatemala,
the vicepresident's grandson was presented wearing the typical dress of Todos Santes Cuchuwmatdn, a
small traditional town in the highlands. This caused outrage and devonstrated the hypocrisy of an
intrinsically vacist government.

Rwism Is a legacy of the colonial era, since which time the indigenous peoples have suffered
continiuous abuse, being forced to live within a systen that allows only fov assimilation or extermi-
wation.

{ n Septenber 2002, we had the opportunity to attend the first Tribunal of Conscience against
Racism. We accompanied one of the victims of genocide who was giving evidence in one of eight rep-
resentative cases. The tribunal, which had a woral and political (but wnot judicial) force, concluded
that racism in. Guatemala is vife. Even though in the Peace Accords, particulariyf the section dealing
with identity and vights of the indigenous population, the State is obliged to fight against discrivi-
wation and racisw, there (s no Law that criminglises yacist acts.

l t was not wntil last june when a doctor (and [t had to be a doctor!), trma Alicia Nimntog’, WS
devied entrance to a vestaurant in the capital fov wearing typical costiome, that Congress was asked
to tnclude such a law in the Penal Code. But the Law which has been proposed has been strongly criti-
cised by Mayan organisations for being too viague, and for not specifically dealing with discrivaina-
tion and marginalisation of the Mayan people. So they want to open a consultation space with

4
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e égss to discuss the text of a new law
arly this year, Mayan orgavisations stmted a campaigun of awareness and education about
racisve and discrimindtion with the objective of creating a respectful and inclusive society.
— Aot of havd work has yet to be done!
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Carol Arcos and Raymond Stephens are currently ravabling through Latin America.

Factfile:

FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
of THE AMERICAS (FTAA)

How will it affect Latin America?

FTAA, like it predecessor NAFTA, is
based on the model of liberalization of
trade and investment which obliges
Latin American countries to

What is the FTAA?

The FTAA is the formal name
given to the expansion of NAFTA
(the North American Free Trade
Agreement). NAFTA, involving
the U.S.A, Canada and Mexico
came into force in 1994, This
massive NAFTA expansion is
currently been negotiated in
secret by trade ministers from
34 nations in North, Central and :
South America and the
Caribbean. It will include all the
American continent with the
exception of Cuba, Haiti and
Surinam.

<y Abandon national industry in
favour of multinational ones

< Privatize public services and ¥
programmes such as electricity,
transport, energy, communications,
water, natural resources, health, educa-
tion and social security.

< To get rid of rules that regu-
late foreign investment to
allow for its free
flow

The idea of a hemi-
spheric free trade
area was officially

sanctioned at the g
k. "Summit of the
Americas” ¢
Miami, December
1994 only months
after NAFTA's

. accession but real

@ work got under-
%1 way after the

"Santiago

Summit" Chile, April

1998. 4

I

Subsequent
summits in Quebec
: Clty, April 2001 of which
= a draft text was completed
“ and Quito, Ecuador November
2002 have been accompanied by
sigificant public demonstrations
against the potential and actual con-
sequences of pew "free trade™ arrange-
ments.

=< To reform
labour legislation so
as to allow for the flex-
ible movement of work-
ers. In other words, multi-
£ nationals will move opera-

tions to Latin America to avail of
lower wages, longer working
hours and restrictions on freedom of
association {e.g. the right to join a
trade union).

Y VA

Serious negotiations have continued since
‘ then with little media attention and minimal con-
} sultation with civil society. Negotiators hope to have a final
text ready for signatures of heads of state by 2004, with
country-by-country ratification in 2004-5 and implementa-
tion the following year.

There are severe consequences in terms of the environ-
ment with the loss of invaluable natural resources not to
mention the threat to national identity through the effects of
cultural homogenization and the threat to national sover-
eignty
FTAA is underpinned by neo-liberal principles and its

main objectives and principles are The official FTAA website is www.ftaa-alca.org . For more

detailed information and analysis, useful websites are

<r The economic integration of the hemisphere www_tradewatch.org

=y Elimination of tariff barriers
<2 Protection of foreign investment
= Privatisation of key areas of the public sector.
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Or http:/ftatinoamericana.org from where the information
contained in this fact file was taken,
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Bullding a Solldarity Economy In
Mesoamerica

by Yael Falicov and Carlos Beas Torres
T .

A

Plan Puebla Panama is a thousand times greater than Zapatismo or some
indigenous community in Chiapas.’- Vicente Fox

With these words, President Fox of Mexico revealed the true face of the Plan Puebla
Panama's (PPP) development model: one that requlres the dl acemeni ‘of the indige-
nous people from the countryside. In the face of this threat,
indigenous and campesino jpeasani) groups from all over the Mesoamerican region are
respondmg with their own evelopmeni models based on existing grassroots inifiatives.

ome groups in Caxaca an‘d-rGuatemaIa" call it the - Throughout Southern Mexice, many communities and organi-
Campesino. Economy, while in .Chiapas and zations practice the sustainable harvesting of forest products or
Nicaragua it is called the Solidarity Econdmy, but the  the production and marketing of organic coffee, while others grow
goal is the same: to build a regional économy based  indigenous products such as ixtle (a natural clothing fibre extract-
on mutual support not only between Jocal producets ed from the agave plant) as a way to maintain their culture and
and consurners, but between producers themselves. Akey to this  improve their economic conditions. Many of these groups have
model is the use of sustainable (or organic) farming techniques  united to fight against the incursion of industrial eucalyptus plan-
50 as to.end the small farmers' dependence on transnational cor-  tations and the construction of huge dams on their lands.
porations that seli them chemical fertilizers and pesticides, inputs
that ultimately destroy the soil. Another core tenet is the organi- Some communities are now working together to find inde-
zation of cooperatives, a strategy that prioritizes solidarity and ~ pendently-financed ways to strengthen local economies, encour-
fundamental indigenous values. These strategies are founded on  @ge the full participation of women, and protect the environment.
the central principle of indigenous autonomy or indigenous self-  This intensive planning process - which is taking place in the
determination. Mexican states of Veracruz, Chiapas, Qaxaca and Guerrero - has
culminated in a series of Regional Development Plans. These
Some communities focus on growing subsistence crops soas  documents offer a frue altemative to the PPP, written directly by
to increase their food security. Others see a role for both the com-  the people most affected by the plan, rather than at the initiative
field and the coffee plot - in other words, they produce corn and  of governments or transnational corporations.
beans for their own consumption and one or more products -
such as organic coffee, beef or honey - for sale. These products ~ The existence of a solidarity or campesing economy is not an
are often sold to other villages or in local markets or, in the case  isolated phenomenon - it can be found throughout Mescamerica,
of organic coffee, through 'fair trade’ networks. 'Fair trade’ retail-  fomented by strong networks and organizations such as DESMI,
ers appeal to consumers who are willing pay higher prices, so UCIZONI, CAMPO, Tojtzotzelt, Majomut, ISMAM, UCIRI, CUC,
long as the money goes straight to the small farmer or artisan. CONIC and COPINH, amongst many others. Plan Puebla
The product is environmentaily friendly, and the process protects Panama not only ignores the existence of this strong movement
the workers' physical and economic health. for sustainable development, but it threatens to destroy it. Given

this danger, it is crucial that we support and promote the efforts
The Zapatistas Take Initiative

of our indigenous and peasant sisters and brothers,
One of the better-known examples of a
solidarity economy can be found in the
36 autonomous municipalities formed by
Zapatista support communities in the high-
lands of Chiapas, Mexico. Since they rose up
against unjust treatment by the govermnment in

Yael Falicov works with the International Development
Exchange (IDEX), San Francisco, USA (www.idex.org).
Carlos Beas Torres is with UCIZONI, Oaxaca, Mexico.
This article is reprinted by kind permission of IDEX,

and is taken from the excellent booklet Plan
Puebla Panama: Battle over the future of
Southern Mexico and Central America which

G can be ordered from ACERCA (Action for
1994, hundreds of communities have created o Community and Ecology in ﬂ(-]e Region

their own education, health, governance and éco- of Central America), at www.acer-
nomic structures within an area that covers almost \ caorg
a third of the state. One part of this struggle is

the creation of dozens of cooperatives that produce a
variety of products such as organic vegetables, honey,

You can participate in the
solidarity economy by buy-

bread, cornmeal and coffee. As with many other campesino ingB_I\élu;AVitz _(mganiRg
ej’.‘atives the z atlsta su orters h ve . di erse IT t‘:luntaln in the
zang ap PP a a v Tzotzil  language)

range of strateg;es for these products, including using Zapatista coffee
them for subsistence, bartering between cooperatives, selling available  at
them locally and exporting them through solidarity groups. But at
in this case, the profits do not just benefit the families of
growers or bakefs - they are put in a public fund that is used
for community-wide projects such as schools and clinics. Using \0ag.
this method, the autonomous municipalities have improved the stam=——""\
dard of 11v1ng of entire communities.

I€uropean .Union

or more than a decade the
focused its Latin America str
trade and investments while bui
with the Mercosur economic
i htina, Brazil,
difficulties

As Latin American econonfes attempt to bounce back from
the multipte ravages of JIMF surgery. the European
Commission is pursuing a n i i
1 i i ®continent, towards
typically. Ameacan—ahgned stiffes Iigg _Lolombia, Chile, and

Mexico.

The immediate purpose is to establish what Chris Patten,
the commissicner for foreign relations leading the EU initia-
tive, describes as 'a strateqic political partnership,’ which has
targeted'a wide range of areas for cooperation. The Colombian
peace process. human-ti and labour standards, military
stability and disarmam  all become announced EU pri-

ies in Latin Am:

)5¢ problem in building
ke warm attitude of
any, the powerhouse
Ponugal Spain and

and Chile's surpnsa tacision to open bilateral free-trade talks

with the United States, have caused the Europeans some
daqhes but nothlng compared to the challenge posed by

Many observers are convinced that because of its scope
and US predominance the FTAA represents both a threat to
Mercosur and to the EU's attempts to build ties with the bloc.
'If Brazil goes into the FTAA, then Mercosur is finished,
Gilherto Dupas, head of international studies at the University
of Sao Paulo, recently told the New York Times. Amid fears
that the FTAA will swallow up Mercosur and weaken the EU's
strategy, Chris Patten has speeded up his search for paolitical
partnerships, while colleague *ascal Lamy, EU trade
Commissioner, has been bulking up EU-Latin America trade
and investments,

"BVY 'Mfrey

clear th;t &tten wants to establish strong, non-trade
relations with Latin America, combining economic and paliti-
cal ties and presenting a cagjpterweight to the United States,
S4id Carlo Binetti, the Eurofflan representative of the Paris-
based Inter-American Devel ent Bank (IADB).

EU initiatives in Latin Ame
be aimed at turning social a
more European hent. He
aid packets to talks on 5
nations ranging from A
Jamaica, and Saint Luc 3
alliances to prevent #hi
speech in Santiago. :
miliion into the Interny
Process in Calombia, mak:
tributor to the fund.

and the Caribbean: ;appear fo.
legal policy in the

pport Group
rope the larg

have been declining since 1999 accordmg t
the IADB. The EU's share of markets has
despite an overall increase in EU expo
while rose sharply.

Nevertheless, the overall levels argl
Mexico is excluded, the EU remai
in the region, an the leadi
financial aid. The as at
nership plans for ), 5K
US neighbour in Madrid i
pleted negotiations for a free trade agree
southern neighbour, which he noted "will pu
footing with the US and Canada in the Mexican

The EU's motives may be quite similar to those of the
Americans, i.e. primarily selfish; but Brussels does make an
attempt to spread its money around in a socialy constructive
way. Whatever its hopes for self-enrichment from the process,
Brussels has a far more intelligent attitude towards aid policy,
putting money into tangible projects rather than short-sighted
military projects which have ultimately regressive effects on
the effected Latin American societies. A last-ditch rush to
solidify its presence in Latin America will however be essential
if the EU is not to be washed out of the region in an FTAA tide.
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e FTAA (or ALCA as it is known in Spanish and
Portuguese) is but the latest and most ambitious of a
large number of economic pacts hetween countries of the
region. Some, such as the Latin American Integration
Association (ALADI), the Central American Common

Market (CACM) and the Andean Pact date back to the 1960s.
However, the latest wave of regional integration pacts dates back
to the region's economic liberalisation in the 1980s. From that two
very different and to some extent competing models of regional
integration emerged - Mercosur (the Common Market of the South)
between Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay, with Chile and
Bolivia as associate members, and the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) between Canada, the US and Mexico. What
has resulted is what one expert has called a 'patchwork quilt’ of dif-
ferent layers of regional integration incorporating all of these
groupings and others, such as the Caribbean Community
(Caricom), the Group of Three (Mexico, Colombia and Venezueia)
and the Association of Caribbean States (ACS), the only one to
which Cuba belongs.

Former President George Bush's Enterprise of the Americas
speech in 1990, in which he announced the goal of a free trade
zone 'stretching from the port of Anchorage to the Tierra del Fuego'
in Patagonia, defined the most ambitious agenda ever for the eco-
nomic integration of the whole region. Eagerly grasped by Latin
American leaders as offering the prospect of opening the large US
markets to their exports, negotiations were begun at the first
Summit of the Americas in Miami in 1984. Cuba was the only coun-
try excluded since membership was restricted to what the US con-
sidered democracies.

Since 1994, the region's heads of state and government have
met at the second Summit of the Americas in Santiago, Chile, in
1998 and the third Summit in Quebkec in 2001. The fourth Summit
is scheduled for Buenos Aires later this year or next year
Meanwhile, thirteen working groups each chaired by a different
country, are undertaking the detailed negotiations on such issues
as market access for industrial and agricultural goods, services,
investment, inteltectual property, dispute settlernent, competition
and government procurement. Periodical ministerial meetings
review progress, the latest of which was held in Quito, Ecuador last
November.

During the Clinton presidency, US dominance of this free trade
agenda was damaged by the failure of Congress to grant him ‘fast
track’ authority, namely its agreement that any FTAA negotiated
between all the countries would not, once submitted to Congress

American lea
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For much of the twentieth ceniury,

nistead to de

nited States and C
Area of the Americas (FTAA) by 2005.

‘The FTAA cannot but strengthen social exclusion
and the deterioration of the environment
as long as it solely takes into account

the interests of the large transnational corporations
Peopies of the Americas

ghowed little interest in free trade,
arional industries behind high tariff
s. Their agenda today, ho vever, couidn't be more different
countries of Latin American and the Caribbean (31 states i
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for approval, be unpicked and repackaged. Many Latin American
countries feared therefore that the results of their negotiations
might be considerably modified by the US Congress. This handed
the initiative to Brazil which, under President Fernando Henrique
Cardoso, sought to strengthen integration among the countries of
South America first so that they might be in a better position to
benefit from any eventual FTAA, Moves towards deeper economic
integration between WMercosur and the CAN (the Andean
Community of Nations as the Andean Pact was renamed) would, it
was hoped, result in a SAFTA (South American Free Trade
Agreement),

This dynamic towards a Latin American regional agreement
has, however, been severely blunted by the ongoing crises within
Mercosur (due to a large extent to the economic collapse of
Argentina) and the CAN (with Venezuela under Chavez showing
more interest in joining Mercosur, Colombia more oriented
towards the US due to Plan Colombia, and Ecuador since dollar-
ization having great difficulties with its other CAN members).
Furthermore, President Bush won a version of 'fast track' from
Congress in December 2001 in the wake of 9/11, and the US is now
pushing hard for completion of the FTAA negotiations on sched-
ule.

Only recently have civil society groups begun to mohilise on the
issue. At the recent Quitc meeting, a 'People of the Americas'
protest march issued a statement saying that 'the FTAA cannot but
strengthen social exclusion and the deterioration of the environ-
ment as long as it solely takes inte account the interests of the
large transnational corporations ... while formally, explicitly and
completely ignoring the needs and demands of society and the
environment'. Such voices of protest are being heard more and
more with some groups demanding an end of the negotiations.

Meanwhile, all eyes are on the new Brazilian Workers Party (PT)
government as it defines its stance on the issue. Traditionally the
PT was opposed to the FTAA but since his election President "Lula’
da Silva has confirmed Brazil's commitment to moving ahead with
negotiations, while his advisors make clear that it will be seeking
to ensure the US reduces its barriers to Latin American goods and
its agricultural subsidies. With such momentum behind it, the
FTAA is ane of the region's key issues over the next three years.

Peadar Kirby is a senior lecturer in the School of Law and Government,
Dublin City University, where he teaches on the MA in International
Relations and the MA in Globalisation. His fatest book, entitfed Introduction
to Laiin America: Twenty-First Century Challenges is to be published by
Sage Publications next April.




Orin Langelle:

“The FIAA will hurt more and

more people as it goes along.”

OnnlangellemﬂcsmhagmupcalledAchonforSoaalandEcologcal
Justice (ASEJ)). ASH works locally in the North East of the USA - its office is
in Burlington, Vermont - in its links programme, raising awareness of the
impad of globalisation on US dtizens. The organisation also investigates
corporations involved in developing genetically modified trees, as the mem-
bers of ASE] believe that the use of GM organisms could wipe out whole
ecosystemsandendangerﬂwsumvaloflrﬂgenouspeoplealmﬂw
world. ASH is organising a' national conference around this issue next
month in the US. Finally, the group have developed a third programme,
called ACERCA (Adion for Community and Ecology in the Regions of

Central America), in which Langelle is the campaign strategist.

ENLACE: What is ACERCA?

Orin Langelle: ACERCA looks into corporate globalisa-
tion issues, all the way from Mexico to northemn Colombia,
and trade policies, particularly the Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA) - a trade agreement involving all countries
from Alaska down to Tierra del Fuego, in the southern
extreme of the continent.

We are working against the Central America Free Trade
Agreement {CAFTA), which is another trade agreement that
Bush and other folks have been trying to push as they are
having trouble with the FTAA. That way, if the FTAA does not
go ahead, they can always get a trade agreement from
Canada all the way down to Panama.

For the last year of so, we have been working on the so-
called Plan Puebla-Panama.

ENLACE: There have been lots of trading agreements
being signed for the last ten years in America. First, we had
NAFTA {North America Free Trade Agreement), and then came
CAFTA, FTAA and Plan Puebla-Panama. Is this the same
agreement being called a different way according to the area
it covers?

OL: We call FTAA 'NAFTA on steroids’, because it is a much
broader trade agreement that encompasses many more peo-
ple; that will have a tremendous impact on poor people, work-
ing class people, indigenous people... It will have tremendous
effects upon the land all the way down into the Americas.
NAFTA has been pretty much of a disaster for many people. It
is an example of the effects of corporate globalisation for us
locally, as many workers lost their jobs in Vermont because a
lot of the factories moved down into Mexico, where workers
could be exploited much cheaper than in the US. The FTAA is
something that will carry thi§ on to a further level; it will hurt
more and more people as it goes along. The main reason why

— . the CAFTA is being pushed along is because they do not know
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if the FTAA will come into being. We hope we will stop Plan
Puebla-Panama, CAFTA and FTAA.

ENLACE:
entail?.

What exactly does Plan Puebla-Panama

OL: It is a regional integration plan - called a 'deveicp-.

ment plan® by Vicente Fox, the Mexican president - that will
open a north-south corridor of superhighways or rail,
pipelines to pump oil from Latin America to the North,
hydroelectric dams that will be able to fuel the factories. It
is not going to be to give electricity to the homes of the
poor people.

Plan Puebla-Panama (PPP) has three different goals: to
increase the transit in industrial infrastructure for the
region, improving the capacity for export industries; to

shift the region’'s economy from agriculture to assembiy-.

part sweatshops; and to extend private control over the
vast natural resources in the region. Land privatisation is
key to all these goals and underpins the PPP.

So we are going to see a loss of culture, biodiversity...
Only transnational corporations will benefit from all this
and, basically, the people funding it are the InterAmerican
Development Bank and the IMF, who are setting up the
region as a vggy poor area through structural adjustment
programmes. -

ENLACE:
Panama?

OL: We are werking with communities from the south-
east of Mexico all the way down to Panama. They want to
develop, but they do not want the development that is
coming from international financial institutions or transna-
tional corporations.

We need to sit down, people have to listen to what the
people in the region say. There has to be land distribution,
cooperatives... People need to be allowed to freely engage
in Iwmg a life. It seems that right now people are so 'under

What is the alternative to Plan Puebla-

the gun' of corporate globallsatlon that the"rﬂytmrfg‘th’ey“%f

can do is resist it.

ENLACE: What is the US pubfic reaction to issues like
Plan Puebla-Panama?

O.L: NAFTA became a bad household name. People are
aware of that. In relation to Plan Puebla Panama, the cam-
paign has only been going for a year now. Bush is doing
everything in his power to keep people’s eye away from what
is happening, not only with Plan Puebla-Panama or other
development schemes where the US is involved, but also try-
ing to cover up the internal things like what happened with
Enron and other corporations that have been caught with
their pants down.

We actually think that what Bush is up to - though it is not
Bush, as | do not believe he is a very intelligent person, but
the puppet master who is deciding - is to create an empire,
because we are on a planet with limited resources that have

been treated for so long as unlimited.

ENLACE: And is it easy to express opposition after the
civil rights clampdown imposed by the U.S. administration
after September 117

O.L: Since 9/11, it has really played out into the hands of
the administration of the US government because they used
it immediately to set up things like the Homeland Security
Department, civil liberties have been taken away, there is
more violence than ever against demonstrators. But demon-
strations are still occurring, we are still doing that, and we
will keep having demonstrations. But in relation to the politi-
cal climate, the US is turning into a very fascist state and
there is going to be a clampdown on more and more activists.

‘Right now people are so ‘under the gun’ of corporate
globalisation that the only thmg they can do is resist’

" Orin Langelle

{second from the right)
with his ACERCA

>+ collegues.

Human Rights in Mexico

by Véronique Bassot

| Centro de Derechos Humanos Fray Bartolome de

las Casas (FRAYBA) was founded in 1889 by Don

Ruiz Samuel, then Archbishop in Chiapas, Mexico.

This human rights centre was set up to defend the

rights of the poorest, venf often indigenous people,
direct descandents of the Maya, the very first owners of this
land. Although the modern Mexican state proudly sells its
attractive roots for tourism purposes, whether it respects and
nourishes the indigenous culture is another thing. The FRAYBA
is currently bringing a court case to seek justice in the case of
the massacre of 37 people, mostly women and children, in
Acteal, in December 1998.

The centre runs a programme of Civil Observers Brigades:
volunteers are sent away to vulnerable and isolated communi-
ties to show solidarity and make notes on the situation there.
Military or para-military presence and activity, and tension
between divided communities are recorded so that the FRAY-
BA can monitor the human rights situtation. The presence of

international observers can dissuade aggressors from carying
out human rights abuses as well. All volunteers agree that it is
a life-changing experience and doesn't go without the chal-
lenges of culture shock. it brings an insight of the political and
economical struggle of the poorest people of Mexico which no
report or book can. Sharing this battle with them even for a
short time is an honour. Volunteers are always needed - contact
the center.

The uprising of the EZLN in 1994 focused the attention of the
whole world on the appalling conditions under which they are
kept. But in June 2002 the struggle still continues and the first
‘Encuentro por la Paz' brought together 1,000 people from all
over Mexico to discuss the conflict, neo-liberalism, and alterna-
tives to them.

Visit www.laneta.apc.org/cdhbcasas/index.htm for more
information about FRAYBA.



















