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Welcome to the summer edition of Chaski.
It seems like a long time now since Latin
America Week 08, which this year called for
the removal of water from the EU-CAN
(Community of Andean Nations) Association
Agreement. 
It was good to see new and familiar faces
at the different events during the week. It
was even better to see some of you getting
involved in the campaign afterwards. We
hope that together we can build opposition
to an agreement that is facing growing
resistance from the people in the Andean
countries. You can read more about the
campaign and about LAW in this issue. 
Post-Latin-America-Week LASC is busy as
ever. The centre is fast approaching the end
of its three-year strategic period. It is time
for evaluating our work and planning for the
next three years. As members, you were
invited to participate in the process at a ses-
sion last June. Thanks for taking the time to
think about LASC and to give your feedback
and ideas. The process should determine
what issues we are going to work on, who
we are going to work with and how we are
going to work. So it is a crucial time to have
your voice heard. 
We would like to take the opportunity to say
goodbye and thanks to Carolina Smeriglio,
who has been doing excellent work as an
intern in LASC for the last 6 months. We still
do not know who will be taking over as
Events Officer, but they surely have a lot to
live up to!
Please remember that Chaski is open to
contributions from LASC members, whether
you would like to recommend a book or a
film, write an article about a Latin American
issue or about your experience of that con-
tinent… Chaski is a newsletter for members
and by members. 
I hope you enjoy this issue.


LASC


Campaign Update, 
by José Antonio Gutierrez, LASC Research Officer 


"We have rejected the EU-CAN Association Agreement, because it is exactly the same as
the Free Trade Agreement with the US we already rejected. The Cooperation and Political
Dialogue pillars are nothing but a cosmetic façade for a Trade pillar which intends to con-
trol our markets. We are concerned that -with this agreement- a new phase of colonisa-


tion of our people will begin" 
Paulina Muñoz (Ecuador Decide) 


Since September 2007, the EU has been negotiating a so called 'Association
Agreement' with the CAN / Andean Community of Nations- Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador and Peru. Despite an insistence that it deals equally with 'Trade, Political
Dialogue and Cooperation', EU Trade Commissioner, Peter Mandelson recently
admitted that the core aspect of the agreement is in fact Free Trade.
LASC believes this agreement poses a real and serious threat to local sovereign-
ty and control over the region's natural resources and as part of a EU-CAN net-
work against it has invited activists to Ireland to debate and discuss the major
concerns relating to it.  LASC has lobbied actively against the agreement from
Brussels to Leinster House, has brought the issue to public attention through the
media and various publications and materials. 
A difficult scenario lies ahead for the negotiators. Ecuador and Bolivia have reject-
ed the Free Trade agenda and proposed an alternative framework for trade dis-
cussion- which the EU strongly opposes and civil society organisations in all four
countries also oppose it. CAN itself faces an uncertain future, with internal polit-
ical turmoil affecting most of the region. One of the key obstacles in the negoti-
ations is the "Directive Return", which proposes the detention of illegal immigrants
for up to 18 months. Should it be ratified, this directive is likely to affect hundreds
of thousands, if not millions of CAN citizens living and working illegally in Europe.
Peru has called for an extraordinary meeting of the Organisation of American
States while Ecuador's President Correa has stated that he will not participate in
negotiations if this directive is included. In the last round of negotiations in April,
the EU agreed to postpone discussion on migration until the next round of nego-
tiations which was due to take place in Brussels in July. 
In a last minute announcement by the EU in July, it was announced that the
Brussels round of negotiations is to be postponed until further notice. This is quite
likely a response to moves by Latin American leaders to "rock the boat" on immi-
gration policies and trade issues. While this proves the difficulties facing the nego-
tiations, it also proves we now have an opportunity to assert pressure and influ-
ence the terms of this unfair agreement before the next round takes place.  When
the negotiations finally do take place, LASC -along with its' EU-CAN network part-
ners- will be taking the message to the streets: No to the EU CAN trade agree-
ments.  
For more information on this campaign and it get involved, contact LASC
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LASC Mission Statement
LASC’s mission is to expose and challenge
the current economic, social and cultural
injustices in Latin America and Ireland,
through public awareness raising, educa-
tion, information exchanges and cam-
paigns in solidarity with the people of Latin
America who resist oppression and strug-
gle to create a fair and inclusive society.


Drummers from the Brazilian group DendecomPimenta spice up proceedings at the Latin


America Week Conference in Smithfield Plaza. (Photo by Pawel Szewczyk).


*What is a ‘Chaski’? Or rather, who were they? They were the messengers of the Incas, trained runners that
brought news to the far corners of the empire.
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Event Feedback


United Against the Water Trade


The annual Latin America Week series of campaign events
came to a close in Aril with a full-day conference concen-
trated on the topic of the current LASC campaign – water
and natural resources. The conference – held in a hotel in
Smithfield – attracted a large and interested crowd who
were prepared to forego their Saturday morning lie-in!
The day began with a considered introduction by RTE jour-
nalist and chairperson Diarmuid Peavoy, who put the water
issue in an Irish context. The early session featured the
European speakers. Giuseppe de Marzo, of Italian organi-
sation ASUD, gave an passionate talk importance of water,
reminding the auditorium that if all the world’s countries
were to follow a similar development path to that taken by
many countries of the North, we would need five planets
to have enough water. Satoko Kishomoto of the
Transnational Institute put flesh on the bones with her talk
on Public/Public Partnerships.
After coffee we heard from our Latin American speak-
ers: Enrique Galan of Colombian group ECOFONDO, and
Ricardo Buitron of Ecuador’s Accion Ecologica. Both
speakers gave details from the frontline of campaigning
in each country, with Galan highlighting attempts to call
a referendum in Colombia to make water a human
right. Buitron for his part emphasised one concept:
mobilisation. 
The afternoon session began with entertainment from
Brazilian drum troupe DendecomPimenta, who woke
the residents of Smithfield Plaza with infectious beats. 


The rest of the day was given over to in-depth work-
shops that were extremely productive and have helped
to design a campaign consensus for LASC’s future
efforts.


Event Feedback


Dream Fuel or Eco-night-


mare?
Advocates of biofuels argue that they have
the potential to slow or even stop climate
change. This talk, organized by LASC and
Progressio, and held at the Irish Aid Centre
on June 11th, gave those in attendance
the opportunity to listen to a testimony
from 3 different speakers and experiences
from different countries. 
Camilla Moreno, a Brazilian lawyer from
the NGO Terra de Direitos (a Brazilian
NGO that defends social and environmen-
tal rights), provided an introduction about
the world of biofuels and referred to the
millions of people currently at risk due to
food price hikes linked to the growth of
biofuels. Camilla recounted her first hand
experience of biofuel cultivation in Brazil,
and the problems attached to it such as
water shortages, soil erosion and defor-
estation of the Brazilian Amazon. 
Xiomara Ventura, Progressio’s Country
Director in Honduras, talked about the fact
that agrofuel production has already start-
ed to replace food production. Fionuala
Cregan discussed her experience in
Paraguay, where she visited a number of
rural communities impacted by soya pro-
duction, especially the impacts on liveli-
hoods and food security, on health and
human rights. Camilla finished by consid-
ering the pros and cons of a monoculture
economy, and advocated for small-scale
production and local consumption.


Taking part in the Latin America Week Conference 2008 are Enrique Galan of


Colombian group ECOFONDO (left), chairman Diarmuid Peavoy of RTE


(centre),icardo Buitron of Ecuadorian organisation Accion Ecologica (right). 


(Photo by Pawel Szewczyk).
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Education Update
April saw the culmination of the FETAC-certified Latin American Development
Studies Course, which took place at Ballsbridge College of Further Education.
The second semester proved just as interesting, but even more challenging,
than the first, as participants were encouraged to put their accumulated knowl-
edge to work. The concentration was on forms of participation in Latin American
development, and once again the facilitators and topics were highly varied.
Development specialists from respected NGO’s and Irish Aid, together with aca-
demic experts from different universities, talked about and canvassed views on
politics, social movements, campaigning, debt, responsible travel and volunteer-
ing. The response as ever was enthusiastic – and many of the students have
since become involved in a Latin American campaigning. 
LASC continues to offer workshops on topics related to Latin America.
This year a workshop on coca and how drugs get to Ireland took place in
the Talbot Centre as part of their Addiction Studies course. This provid-
ed an opportunity for the participants to think about the international
aspect of drugs and to link the realities of their communities to Latin
American communities. Also, as summer arrives many people are think-
ing of spending their holidays in Latin America, whether travelling or vol-
unteering in different organisations. Accordingly LASC provided an
opportunity to learn before leaving in its “Travelling and Volunteering in
Latin America Workshop”. Issues like the impact of tourism and the alter-
natives to mass tourism were discussed, and participants had the chance
to hear first-hand experiences from people that have spent time in Latin
America, to exchange tips and advice. A must-do before you go!








Latin America is experiencing a resurgence of the left
in recent years – the so-called ‘pink tide’. Starting in
Venezuela, with the election of Hugo Chávez as pres-


ident in 1998, currently there are left-wing governments
in Brazil, (Lula), Argentina (Nestor Kirchner, and now wife
Cristina), Bolivia (Evo Morales), Tabaré Vazquez
(Uruguay), Michelle Bachelet (Chile), Rafael Correa
(Ecuador), Daniel Ortega (Nicaragua), and including the
recent election of Fernando Lugo in Paraguay. But why
has there been a resurgence of interest in the Left in Latin
America? What are the characteristics of these govern-
ments? And what future lies in store for them? 
The resurgence of the left is due to a number of factors.
Firstly, the end of the Cold War alleviated US fear of com-
munism, leaving space for left-wing parties to emerge.
Secondly, these parties abandoned guerrilla strategies to
embrace electoral politics. Thirdly two decades of neo-lib-
eral pro-market policies failed to deliver on growth,
inequality and poverty. From 1980-2006, per capita GDP


grew only about 15 percent, as compared to 82 percent
from 1960-1980. Inequality remains astonishingly high –
in Argentina for example the richest 10% earn 40.9 times
more than the poorest 10%, whereas in Sweden the ratio
is 6:1. Poverty also remains high. In 2002, poverty was
at 44% of the population of the region as opposed to 40%
in 1980. Only recently have these figures begun to
improve due to increased public spending. 
With democracy establishing itself in the region, the
emergence of electoral left-wing parties, and related
social movements encouraging participation, many of
these poor Latin Americans are now turning out to vote.
Corruption, weak justice systems, ineffective governance,
elite power concentration, and the aforementioned pover-
ty and inequality drove people away from right-wing par-
ties to left alternatives. The neglect by Washington of the
region as it turned its attention to the Middle East, and
the one-dimensional nature of its Latin American policy,
based solely on highly unequal free trade agreements,
further strengthened the left’s appeal. 
There are two schools of thought as to the nature of these
left-wing governments. One school, central to current US
policy in the region, is led by Jorge Castañeda, ex-leftist
and former foreign minister of Mexico. Castañeda claims
that there are two lefts: the ‘Good’ Left which is institu-
tionalised, social democratic, and market oriented, and
the ‘Bad’ Left, populist, power hungry, and high spend-


ing.1 The ‘Good Left’ are the heirs of communist, social-
ist and Castroist parties, now reconstructed, institution-
alised and armed with social-democratic policies. The
‘Bad’ Left on the other hand are the heirs of the old
national-populist left, but unreconstructed – the most
‘notorious’ example is of course Hugo Chávez of
Venezuela, with Morales in Bolivia, Correa in Ecuador and


Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua other possible candidates. 
Ramirez Gallegos claims that there are ‘much more than


two lefts,’2 with specific forms of the left in each country
depending on the institutional effects of neoliberalism,
the strength of social movements and the historical paths
of progressive parties within them. Hence, in Bolivia, the
left of Morales emerged as a result of mass popular strug-
gles, led by the indigenous peoples of Bolivia. There is a
distinct equilibrium therefore between these social move-
ments and the MAS leadership. On the other hand, the
left-leaning government of Kirchner, provided a progres-
sive discourse with nationalist and anti-neoliberal tints,
and a top-down reform programme, including the rena-
tionalisation of important privatised services. This has
served to isolate, demobilise and weaken the many left-
wing social movements that emerged in the wake of the
economic collapse in 2001. And so on for the other left-
wing governments – each is the product of its own inter-
nal national dynamics and trajectories. 


Despite these differences they all are united by the
search for equality through a return to State-led develop-
ment, increased sovereignty, regionalism, economic
experimentation, and participative democracy. In sum
there is a new emphasis on the social allied to some form
of state intervention, and to political participation within


a regionalist context.3


What is the future for the new Left in Latin America? On
the positive side, the increased role of India and China in
the global economy and the strengthening of
South/South links both help the Left to remain in power.
Current high commodities prices are providing high
growth rates and so allowing the implementation of social
policies for the reduction of poverty. However Cleary sees
a number of threats, such as corruption (as in Brazil),
security (as in Colombia), and policy radicalism which
may encourage internal and/or external disruption (as in


the coup against Chávez in Venezuela in 2002).4 A lack
of radicalism may jeopardise popular support, and a fail-
ure to consolidate regionalism may also have negative
consequences. The increased engagement by the poor in
electoral politics means that the Left should continue and
grow in influence but it must deliver positive change for
the poor in order to do so, as Chavez’s lost referendum in
2007 indicates.
Barry Cannon is a Post-Doctoral Fellow at Dublin City University.
1 Castañeda, Jorge G., (2006) ‘Latin America’s Left Turn’, in Foreign Affairs Vol.85,
No.3, pp.28-43.
2 Franklin Ramirez Gallegos, 2006. ‘Mucho más que dos izquierdas’, in Spanish in
Nueva Sociedad No. 205 ‘America Latina en los tiempos de Chávez’ www.nuso.org
3 For other opinions see: Grandin, Greg (2006) ‘Latin America’s New Consensus’.
Available from: www.thenation.com.; Solowicz, Beatriz, 2004. ‘The Latin American
Left: Between Governability and Change’. Available from: www.tni.org.; Weisbrot,
Mark (2006) ‘Latin America: The End of an Era’. Available from: www.cepr.net. 
4 Cleary, Matthew, R. (2006) ‘Explaining the Left’s Resurgence’. In Journal of
Democracy Vol 17, No. 4. (Entire issue devoted to Latin America’s left turn). 
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Member Feedback
Feature Article from Issue 1
What is appealing to the LASC supporter in reading the last issue’s feature article is its honesty; it is a realistic look
at what is happening in Latin America right now. While it’s difficult to capture the trends in such a large area with
so many different dynamics, short survey pieces like this are timely indeed and help the LASC supporter keep in per-
spective the reality on the ground for so many ordinary Latin Americans.
Dermot Deering


Colombia
Environmental, indigenous, and
social organisations in Colombia
are collecting signatures to force
a constitutional referendum,
attempting to insert a right to
water. If passed, the amendment
would make access to clean
water a fundamental right, thus
following the example of Uruguay
in 2004. The current privatisation
has increased the cost of water
services for consumers. 
Source: IPSNews.net


Paraguay
In Paraguay around 100,000 rural
families have lost their land to soy
plantations, now rapidly expanding
due to the new and fast-growing
demand from biofuels, particularly
in Europe. Corruption and violence
accompany the Paraguayan model
of soybean production. Social
movements are being criminalised
while defending peasant farmers
and indigenous communities who
occupy the vast land plantations of
the wealthy fazenderos. 
Source: www.LaSojaMata.org


Ecuador
Many international social move-
ments are expressing solidarity with
environmental, human rights and
indigenous organisations in Ecuador,
who believe that Ecuadorian
President Rafael Correa’s “promises
of change are diluted by oil inter-
ests.”  Accion Ecologica – a LASC
partner – has called for a thorough
process of integral agrarian reform
(land, territory, production and com-
mercialisation) to promote the
democratisation of landholding,
water and food sovereignty. 
Source: http://www.accionecologi-
ca.org/N
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Book
The Price of Fire by Benjamin Dangl 
In the last edition of Chaski we reported on the increasing
polarisation of Bolivia’s indigenous majority and the wealthier
gas-rich States of the eastern provinces. Dangl’s take on
Bolivia’s resource wars and social movements is an entertain-
ing and informative read, charting the struggles of community
movements as they faced down some of the richest corpora-
tions in the world. It is also highly topical, as Bolivia prepares
for the recall referendum called by President Evo Morales this
August. Dangl is the editor of the website www.upsidedown-
world.org. 
Available from the LASC Bookshop.


Film
12,000 Years of Blindness 
The title is the first clue that this is no ordinary documentary.
On paper straightforward reportage on the prevalence of blind-
ness and the lack of sight-saving procedures in Venezuela, in
the hands of director (former IFI chairman) Rod Stoneman it
becomes something quite different. Consciously invoking the
Garcia Marquez classic of magical realism, the film interspers-
es cold statistics about blindness (one of which provides the
title) with touching interviews and surreal shots designed to
evoke the condition in the viewer. Eye-opening.
Shown at the Latin America Week Film Festival 2008. Available on request from


rodstoneman@eircom.net.


LASC Recommends...


Contact Us!
We want your views and opinions: on the contents of this Newsletter (in particular the Feature Article), and any other
news from Latin America. The best comments will be included in the next issue of Chaski. Please contact us:
Email: members@lasc.ie
Website: www.lasc.ie
Address: LASC, 5 Merrion Row, Dublin 2.
Telephone: 01-6760435.
Editorial Committee: Miren Maialen, Muireann De Barra, Chris O’Connell, Louise Van Bruggen.
Layout: Sally Galiana
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Music
Morro 16 
Morro 16 is a group of Brazilian musicians based in Dublin. Well, some of them are Brazilian,
and those who aren’t (many Irish) may as well be! All are united by one thing: a passion for
samba. Some are seasoned participants in Brazilian carnival celebrations, others have become
hooked on samba without ever even setting foot in its homeland! The ‘bloco’ made its first
public performance at the recent Brazil-Ireland soccer match, tapping into and fuelling the
euphoria of the Brazilian supporters on Hill 16 (hence the name ‘Morro 16’). The group is part
of Dublin’s vibrant Brazilian music scene, and hopes to bring some of the joy of samba to this
years’ St. Patrick’s Festival.


Share Your Experiences!
LASC’s Thursday Night Talks are an opportunity for all members to come along and share their views and
experiences with others. If you have recently returned from Latin America, or have a particular area of study
or expertise that you think would be of interest to other members, please get in touch with us. Visual aids are
always welcome but not essential. To propose a talk topic, please email: members@lasc.ie. See you on
Thursday night!





